
2012 Spring Meeting
Tysons Corner, VA

Annual Meeting Schedule
Thursday, April 19, 2012
6:00 p.m. – Executive Committee (Closed Session)
Friday, April 20, 2012
8:15 a.m.  Welcome
8:30 a.m.  Audit and Budget Committee
9:15 a.m.  Rules and Examination Committee
10:00 a.m. Constitution Committee
11:00 a.m.  NominationCommittee  
1:00 p.m. Offi cials’ Education and Development  
  Committee
1:30 p.m. Women’s Coordinating    
  Committee  
2:00 p.m. Board Secretaries Roundtable
(Insurance Matters, Data Base, Membership, etc – Q&A)
3:30 p,m.            Board Relations Committee
4:00 p.m. IAABO Foundation Meeting
Saturday, April 21, 2012
7:30 a.m. Executive Committee (Closed-If Necessary)
8:30 a.m. Executive Committee (Open)
9:00 a.m. Membership Committee
9:30 a.m. Life Membership Committee
10:00 a.m. Legal Issues-“Is Your Constitution in Order”
12:00 p.m. Life Membership Luncheon
Sunday, April 22, 2012
8:30 a.m. General Assembly Meeting
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Call That Intentional Foul
Ever since North Carolina State won the NCAA Men’s 

Basketball Championship by capitalizing on their opponent’s 
weak foul shooting, deliberate fouling by the losing team 
as time runs out has been part of the game. Unfortunately, 
assessing the appropriate penalties for obviously intentional 
fouls has been lacking.

The NFHS rule book (4.19.3) lists the kinds of fouls that 
should be ruled intentional.  They fall into two categories:

Type 1. Those fouls that neutralize an opponent’s obviously 
advantageous position; involve a player away from the ball; 

contact that is not a legitimate attempt to play the ball.
Type 2. Excessive contact in an attempt to play the ball.
We do see Type 2 intentional fouls called when appropriate 

at both the high school and college levels of play. Rarely do we 
see a Type 1 intentional foul called at any level. In response to 
this reality, the NCAA rules makers renamed intentional fouls 
flagrant 1 fouls. College officials were informed that this was 

a change in name only at their preseason clinics. In reality 
this change in terminology all but guarantees that Type 1 
intentional fouls will never be called again in a college game.

 Observation of this season’s games in November support 
this assertion. Gentle pushes in the back are called common 
fouls. Perhaps the most egregious example of the attitude at 
the college level occurred on November 30, 2011 involving 
the team which initiated the strategy, North Carolina State. 
A player from Indiana was speeding in for an uncontested 
layup. An NCS player embraced him from behind with both 
arms with no chance to reach the ball. The contact was not 
excessive, but Earl Walton (one of IAABO’s referee school 
counselors) properly called a flagrant 1 foul. He was rewarded 
by a tirade form the NCS coach who had to be restrained by his 
assistants. The TV commentators replayed the foul mumbling 
that perhaps the foul was intentional but it was not flagrant 
and it was at a critical time in the game. They had no clue.

The first principle of the rules of basketball is to ensure 
the safety of the players. The second is that the perpetrator 
of an illegal act shall not gain an advantage from it; i.e. the 
rules seek to provide fairness. Failure to enforce the proper 
penalties for intentional fouls gives real advantages to the 
fouling team. Consider the situations below:

Situation 1.  Team A has the lead and the ball, but is not yet in 
the bonus situation. If team B commits an intentional foul and 
the correct penalty is not assessed, Team A will be deprived 
of a chance to score two points before it has to undertake the 
risky task of attempting a throw-in under severe pressure.

Situation 2. If Team A is in the 1+1 bonus and the proper 
penalty is not assessed, the number of potential points becomes 
uncertain and team B will almost certainly get possession after 
the foul shot(s).

Situation 3 If team is already in the double bonus, they are 
still almost certain to be deprived of possession after the foul 
shots, made or missed. The excuse that they got to shoot two 
anyway still leaves Team B with an advantage from an illegal 
act.

 For these reasons, fouls that are obviously intentional must 
be called as such anytime they occur, but most especially in 
the waning minutes of a game. This is true even if the contact 
is slight. To argue that slight contact was not called in the first 
quarter and consistency is paramount, is asking for trouble. 
The player in question wants to have the foul called at this 
point. He will increase the severity of the contact until he gets 
his wish.

Another point to remember is that the calling official should 
remain at the point of the foul until she is sure that there will be 
no retaliation by the player who is fouled or by a sympathetic 
team mate. This is especially true if the contact is at all severe.

At the high school and recreation levels, IAABO officials 
need to have the courage that Earl displayed and call the first 
intentional foul that occurs. We can’t pass the buck to our 
partner to get the next one. When they see that the rule is being 
enforced as intended, coaches will instruct their players to 
play the ball when they foul; the game will go a lot smoother; 
and there will be far less potential for ugliness.


